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2008 National Statistics 
• An estimated 182,460 new cases of invasive

breast cancer will be diagnosed in women in

the U.S. during 2008.
• An estimated 1,990 new cases of breast

cancer will be diagnosed in men in the U.S.
during 2008.

• An estimated 40,480 women and 450 men will
die from breast cancer in the U.S. during 2008

• One woman is diagnosed with breast cancer
every three minutes, and one woman will die
of breast cancer every 13 minutes in the U.S.

Important Facts

• The five-year survival rate for breast
cancer, when caught early before it spreads
beyond the breast, is now 98 percent
(compared to 74 percent in 1982).

• Approximately 5 to 10 percent of breast
cancers are due to heredity. The majority of
women with breast cancer have no known
significant family history or other known
risk factors.

• A woman’s chance of developing breast
cancer increases with age. Approximately
95 percent of all breast cancers occur in
women 40 years of age and older.

• Breast cancer is second only to lung cancer
in cancer deaths among women.

• The chance of a woman dying from breast
cancer is about 1 in 33 (3 percent).

• African Americans have the highest death
rate from breast cancer of any racial/ethnic
group in the U.S.

• In the United States today, there are nearly
2.5 million breast cancer survivors – the
largest group of cancer survivors in the
country.

Breast Cancer in Florida (2006 estimated)
• 6.5% of these new cases are found in Florida, while only 5.2% 

of the U.S. population lives in the state. 

• Miami-Dade County has the highest rate of late-stage breast 
cancer in Hispanic women than in the United States. 

Education and Early Detection 
Increase Survival
• There is no known cure for advanced breast cancer.

• Detection of breast cancer at an early stage provides a greater chance 
for a cure and more treatment options.

• When the disease is confined 
to the breast, the 5-year 
survival rate is more 
than 95%.

FACTS
ABOUT BREAST CANCER


